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Sheldon Mail Phote by Carol P. Woods 


FROSTY BEAUTY IN SHELDON was recorded by Sheldon Mail cameraman 
Carol P. Woods, son of Publisher Paul C. Woods. Using the picture as a five- 
column cut, the Mail commented: “As if to emphasize the fact that 1952 did a 
mighty fine job in regard to weather, the last day of the year did some spectacu- 
lar and beautiful things with frost. Sheldon Citv Park, which contains some fine 
trees, came in for its full share of frosty beauty, with crystalline branches out- 
lined in lace against a clear blue sky, and the deep green of pine crowned on 
every branch and needle.” It was like fairyland seen for a year of memory. 
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express to get his state edition out on time, but no one 
would be confused as to which carried headlines and 
bylines, which carried passengers and packages. 


The capital makes the difference . . . the capital “E” that, 
designates The Express as a newspaper. 


Capitals are always important when you deal with proper 
names. That’s why we ask that you give Coke the capital 
treatment it deserves. Because, like Coca-Cola, Coke is 
a proper name for the delicious product of The Coca-Cola 
Company. Coke is also a registered trade-mark, and good 
usage requires that the owner of a trade-mark guard 
it diligently. 


P.S. Coke is bottled expressly for your pleasure. Enjoy 
“the pause that refreshes” with a frosty bottle of Coke. 


Ask for it either way 
... both trade-marks 


mean the same thing 
REG. U.S. PAT. OFF 


“Coke 


REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 
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s The circulation manager of The Express might use the Pd 
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Hourly Wage Up; Fewer Hours 


By Wilbur Peterson 
and Fred Carrier 


O SHARP CHANGES occurred 

in wages and salaries paid to 
employees of Iowa weekly newspapers 
during 1952 as compared with those 
in 1951, according to the sixth an- 
nual survey of wages conducted by 
the Bureau of Media Service of the 
School of Journalism at the State 
University of Iowa. 

Wages of “back shop” or mechan- 
ical employees were higher in many 
cases, but often only slightly. This 
was especially true of printers, print- 
er-operators and operators. 


But though weekly wages were 
not greatly higher, the survey did 
show that hourly wages had taken 
a definite upward trend. Fewer hours 
apparently accounted for the greater 
stability of the weekly wage. 

Close comparison of the 1952 sur- 
vey with previous years is impossible 
because the papers reporting from 
year to year vary. In the 1952 survey 
86 newspapers participated. 

Front office employees were re- 
ceiving higher or equal salaries in 
about twice as many classifications 
as the number in which salaries were 
lower. But no clear trend could be 
discerned because in many cases the 
differences were not great enough to 


be significant, and because of shifts 
both upward and downward. 

In the number of hours a week 
worked by mechanical employees the 
same situation existed as in wages. 
Most of the changes were toward 
slightly fewer hours but there were 
many exceptions to that rule. 

As already pointed out, such con- 
clusions are not scientifically accu- 
rate. Whatever changes are seen in 
the comparisons of 1952 and 1951 
may be due solely to different news- 
papers participating in the surveys. 

All of the results of the 1952 sur- 
vey are shown in four tables in this 
issue. Table I shows the weekly sal- 

(Turn to next page) 


TABLE I 


AVERAGE WEEKLY PAY TO “FRONT OFFICE” EMPLOYEES OF 86 IOWA 


Under 
JOB 1,000 
News SIDE: 
Editor $55.00 (1)* 
Managing Editor _— 
Reporter: 
Full-time 40.00 (1) 
Part-time 
Society Editor: 
Full-time 
also bookkeeper 28.00 (1) 


Sports Writer 
Photographer: 
Full-time 
Part-time 


Business SIDE: 
Advertising Manager 
Advertising Salesman —— 
Circulation Manager = —— 
Classified Manager 
Bookkeeper 
Office Girl 


*Figures in parentheses indicate number 


WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS, 1952 
(By Circulation Size of Paper) 


1,000- 2,000- 

1,999 2,999 
72.50 (6) 72.50 (4) 
71.25 (4) =— 
45.18 (4) 57.50 (2) 
21.25 (6) 25.63 (2) 
27.00 (3) 33.50 (3) 
38.38 (8) 39.24 (7) 
62.50 (2) 70.60 (2) 
55.00 (3) 65.00 (2) 
36.30 (5) 40.00 (1) 
23.94 (7) 26.25 (4) 


3,000- More Than 
3,999 4,000 
111.25 (4) 81.50 (4) 
82.00 (2) 81.80 (5) 
49.80 (5) 62.25 (2) 
24,24 (4) 25.20 (1) 
38.60 (5) 40.65 (6) 

38.75 (2) ro 

57.50 (2) 55.00 (1) 
80.43 (7) 79.08 (6) 
66.67 (3) 75.63 (2) 
25.00 (1) 44.00 (1) 
43.25 (9) 54.63 (6) 
32.08 (4) 37.00 (6) 


of employees reported.——No listing of job by any paper in group. 
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Hourly Wage Up 


But Fewer Hours 


(Continued from page 3) 


aries of front office employees. Table 
II lists the weekly wages of me- 
chanical employees and Table III 
shows their hourly wages. The num- 
ber of hours a week mechanical em- 
ployees worked is shown in Table IV. 

In addition to the survey of weekly 
newspapers the School of Journalism 
also conducted a survey of daily news- 
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papers. The report on the dailies also 
appears in this issue. 

Time and one-half for overtime 
was paid by 24 per cent of the weekly 
papers reporting employees. An addi- 
tional 13 per cent paid overtime 
wages to the mechanical employees 
but flat salaries to the front office 
staff. Of the combined group which 
paid overtime, comprising 37 per 
cent of the total, 90 per cent paid 
overtime after 40 hours, the other 
10 per cent requiring 44 hours of 
work before doing so. 


Of the papers reporting informa- 
tion on their vacation policies 96 per 
cent granted paid vacations to their 
mechanical employees. Of these, 59 
per cent gave paid vacations of five 
days, while the remaining 41 per 
cent granted from seven to 10 days, 
except for one paper giving three 
weeks. 

Fewer papers reported their va- 
cation policies for front office em- 
ployees. Of those reporting, seven 
per cent do not grant vacations with 
pay. Forty-five per cent give five 


TABLE II 


AVERAGE WEEKLY PAY TO “BACK SHOP” EMPLOYEES OF 86 IOWA 


Under 
JOB 1,000 
Foreman $76.00 (2)° 
Printer: 
Journeyman 51.55 (2) 
Two-thirder — 
Printer-Operator: 
Journeyman 59.16 (3) 
Two-thirder 55.00 (1) 
Operator 41.67 (3) 
Pressman: 
Cylinder-Platen 
Web-Perfecting 
Apprentice: 
GL 13.75 (1) 
Non-G.I. — 


Bindery Worker = 


°*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 


WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS, 1952 
(By Circulation Size of Paper) 


1,000- 2,000- 
1,999 2,999 
72.00 (18) 76.93 (9) 
58.41 (18) 58.68 (14) 

56.67 (3) 
61.92 (15) 65.08 (10) 
48.95 (5) 
55.36 (16) 55.60 (9) 
58.24 (3) 70.67 (2) 
47.80 (3) 37.55 (2) 
38.83 (8) 40.33 (5) 
32.50 (3) 38.00 (1) 


TABLE 


3,000- More Than 

3,999 4,000 
87.70 (10) 80.10 (7) 
65.06 (13) 67.62 (14) 
69.95 (12) 68.35 (6) 
66.69 (12) 69.44 (13) 
63.06 (5) 62.33 (3) 
74.32 (2) 60.73 (6) 
55.00 (1) 41.42 (4) 
38.60 (8) 41.19 (6) 
25.00 (1) 


—--No listing of job by any paper in group. 


AVERAGE HOURLY WAGES OF “BACK SHOP” EMPLOYEES OF 86 IOWA 


Under 
JOB 1,000 
Foreman S127 (1)* 
Printer: 
Journeyman 1.15 (2) 
Two-thirder 
Printer-Operator: 
Journeyman 1.21 (3) 
Two-thirder 1.25 (1) 
Operator 1.42 (3) 


Pressman: 

Cylinder-Platen 

Web-Perfecting 
Apprentice: 

Non-G.I. 
Bindery Worker 


°*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 
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WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS, 1952 
(By Circulation Size of Paper) 


1,000- 2,000- 
1,999 2,999 
$1.52 (18) $1.61 (8) 
1.24 (18) 1.29 (14) 

1.11 (3) 

1.31 (17) 1.39 (10) 

1.01 (5) ss 

1.28 (18) 1.21 (8) 

1.15 (4) 1.51 (2) 
95 (4) 83 (2) 
.77 (10) 82 (5) 
.78 (3) 78 (2) 


3,000- More Than 
3,999 4,000 
$1.74 (11) $1.64 (6) 
1.34 (14) 1.40 (13) 
1.41 (13) 1.34 (5) 
1 36 (13 ) 1.46 (12 ) 
1.29 (5) 1.87 (3) 
1.52 (2) 1.26 (6) 
1.00 (1) .93 (4) 
.88 (8) .95 (6) 
(4) — 


——No listing of job by any paper in group. 
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TABLE IV 


AVERAGE HOURS OF WORK PER WEEK OF FULL-TIME “BACK SHOP” 
EMPLOYEES OF 86 IOWA WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS, 1952 


Under 
JOB 1,000 
Foreman 55:0:(1)* 
Printer: 
Journeyman 44.0 (2) 
Two-thirder 
Printer-Operator: 
Journeyman 49.0 (3) 
Two-thirder 44.0 (1) 
Operator 42.0 (2) 
Pressman: 
Cylinder-Platen 
Web-Perfecting 
Apprentice: 
G.I. 25.0 (1) 
Non-G.l. 


Bindery Worker -~ 


°*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 


(By Circulation Size of Paper) 


1,000- 2,000- 
1,999 2,999 
47.3 (18) 48.3 (8) 
45.5 (17) 45.6 (13) 
49.0 (3) pee 
47.7 (15) 46.6 (10) 
48.6 (5) 
43.1 (16) 46.9 (8) 
47.2 (3) 44.5 (2) 
45.0 (3) 44.5 (2) 
47.0 (9) 46.0 (4) 
41.7 (3) 40.0 (1) 


3,000- More Than 
3,999 4,000 
47.1 (10) 46.2 (7) 
46.3 (13) 45.7 (13) 
47.3 (12) 46.8 (5) 
46.3 (12) 44.8 (12) 
47.0 (5) 44.0 (3) 
47.5 (2) 46.1 (6) 
50.0 (1) 43.0 (4) 
40.0 (8) 41.0 (6) 

44.0 (1) eis 


——No listing of job by any paper in group. 


days, and 48 per cent give seven to 
10 days. 

Ninety-two per cent of the papers 
grant some holidays with pay but 
the number of holidays given ranges 
from four to seven. Most of the dif- 
ferences are due to varying policies 
concerning Armistice Day, Memorial 
Day, and days during the state fair. 
A breakdown looks like this: 
Holidays 
with pay 


Per cent 
of papers 
31 
29 


o> | 


100 

Of 77 papers reporting their poli- 
cies of sick leave with pay, 31 do 
not grant paid sick leave. Twenty 
papers give “whatever necessary 
within reason.” Sixteen papers give 
up to five days, while five papers 
grant paid sick leave up to 10 days. 
One paper gives up to a month, and 
the policies of the remaining papers 
vary, depending on the employee. 

Concerning bonus or profit-sharing 
policies, 14 of the papers reported 
that they have some kind of plan. 
Six give bonuses at Christmas time, 
usually a week’s salary. The other 
papers did not explain their policies 
but only stated that they had some 
kind of plan. One paper reported that 
it gave bonuses twice a year. 


Wages Go Upward 
On lowa Dailies 


CONTINUED upward trend in 

wages and salaries paid to em- 
ployees of Iowa daily newspapers 
during 1952 is indicated by the sixth 
annual survey conducted by the 
Bureau of Media Service at the State 
University of Iowa. 

Weekly salaries and wages on 
daily papers were up in almost every 
instance for both front office and 
mechanical employees in 1952 as 
compared with figures in the 1951 
survey. 

Close comparisons between the 
1951 and 1952 surveys are not possi- 
ble, however, because there are dif- 
ferences in the number of papers 
which participated and in the com- 
position of the groups which report- 
ed in the two surveys. Nine papers 
participated this year. 

INCREASES ON Most Joss 

Despite the Itmitations in making 
comparisons, it is clear that there has 
been an increase in wages for almost 
all of the job classifications. The ex- 
tent of increase varies greatly with 
the different jobs. 

For front office employees, salaries 
were greater in 1952 for every job ex- 
cept one. The amount of increase 
varied, but the most substantial gains 
were in the business department. 
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The number of front office em- 
ployees reported this year was not 
large enough to conclude that these 
increases were representative of the 
amount of increases on all papers. 
But it is probable that the trend was 
definitely upward last year, since all 
classifications but one show increases. 

The figures for the mechanical 
employees seem to substantiate this 
conclusion, although as already stated, 
these conclusions are not scientific- 
ally accurate. 

Raises Back SHOP 

In the back shop every job classi- 
fication except one showed an_in- 
crease in both weekly and _ hourly 
wages in 1952 over 1951. The one 
exception was operators, whose wages 
showed a slight decrease. This was 
probably due to the difference in 
the papers reporting for the two 
years. 

The hours mechanical employees 
worked a week showed no substantial 
change from the previous year. There 
were many cases where the hours 
worked were more than in 1951, but 
there were almost as many cases 
where the hours were fewer. 
RESULTS SHOWN IN TABLES 

Results of the 1952 survey are 
shown in tables included in this is- 
sue. Table A shows the weekly salaries 
of front office employees. The weekly 
wages of mechanical employees are 

(Turn to next page) 
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Wages Go Upward 


On lowa Dailies 
(Continued from page 5) 
listed in Table B, and their hourly 
wages in Table C. The number of 
hours a week worked by back shop 

employees is shown in Table D. 

Holidays with pay were given by 
all the daily newspapers but one. The 
number of holidays given ranged from 
four and one-half to seven, with five 
of the papers giving six. 

All of the papers but one provided 
paid sick leave for employees. The 
number of paid days given ranged 
from five to 14. One paper increased 
the sick leave time according to 
length of service, while another paper 
set no limit. 

All the daily papers give vacations 


with pay to both their mechanical 
and front office employees. Mechan- 
ical employees on two of the dailies 
get one-week vacations, while on the 
other seven papers they get from 10 
to 14 days. The situation for front 
office employees is almost the same. 
On two papers they get one week, and 
on the others they are given two 
weeks or more. 

Four of the dailies reported that 
they have either profit-sharing or 
bonus plans in effect. One of the pa- 
pers did not state what its policy 
was, and the other three reported 
widely different plans. 

One of the papers gives each em- 
ployee two per cent of the net profits 
for the year, and an additional one 
per cent to those who have five years 
or more service. Another paper gives 


two weeks’ wages as a Christmas 
bonus to those employees who get 
two weeks of paid vacation and one 
week’s wages to the employees who 
get three-week vacations. 

Another paper has a_ retirement 
trust in operation. Each eligible em- 
ployee is allocated his proportionate 
share of the year’s gross profits be- 
fore taxes. The share is based partly 
on the employee’s length of service 
and partly on his year’s earnings. 
This money is placed in a trust fund 
and is paid to the employee upon 
retirement, or to his survivors in the 
event of his death. When the em- 
ployee retires equal payments are 
made to him monthly over a_ten- 
year period, the amount of the pay- 
ment determined by the total money 
accumulated in his trust fund. 


TABLE A 


TABLE C 


_ AVERAGE WEEKLY PAY TO “FRONT OFFICE” 
EMPLOYEES OF 9 IOWA DAILY NEWSPAPERS, 


1952 
(By Circulation Size) 
JOB 3,000 to 5,000 More than 5,000 
News SE: 

Editor $100.00 (1)* $134.00 (2) 
Managing Editor 84.16( 3) 85.00 (2) 
City Editor 73.40 (3) 90.00 (2) 
Reporter: 

Full-time 73.12 (2) 68.08 (6) 

Part-time 36.13 (2) — 
Society Editor 44.90 (5) 66.82 (4) 
Sports Writer 7.50 (2) 75.61 (3) 
Photographer — 71.07 (4) 

BusINess SIE: 

Advertising Manager 91.25 (4) 119.25 (4) 
Advertising Salesman 73.00 (5) 78.60 (5) 
Circulation Manager 65.50 (4) 94.20 (4) 
Classified Manager 62.50 (4) 63.75 (4) 
Bookkeeper 49.14 (5) 68.32 (4) 
Office Girl 44.00 (3) 40.50 (5) 


*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 
——No listing of job by any paper in group. 


TABLE B 
AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGES OF MECHANICAL 
EMPLOYEES OF 9 IOWA DAILY NEWSPAPERS, 


1952 
(By Circulation Size) 

JOB 3,000 to 5,000 More than 5,000 
Foreman $98.12 (4)* $108.35 (4) 
Printer 68.36 (11) 88.64 (5) 
Printer-Operator 80.50 (2) 84.90 (4) 
Operator 69.28 (12) 86.12 (5) 
Pressman: 

Cylinder-Platen 84.75 (2) 87.20 (1) 

Web-Perfecting 70.84 (4) 83.00 (2) 
Apprentice: 

G.L 52.00 (1) aoe 

Non-G.L 57.20 (1) 52.00 (1) 
Bindery Worker 13.50 (2) — 


*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 
——No listing of job by any paper in group. 


AVERAGE HOURLY BASE PAY OF MECHANICAL 
EMPLOYEES OF 9 IOWA DAILY NEWSPAPERS, 


1952 
(By Circulation Size) 

JOB 3,000 to 5,000 More than 5,000 
Foreman $2.09 (2)* $2.27 (4) 
Printer 1.46 (11) 2.00 (5) 
Printer-Operator 1.65 (2) 2.00 (4) 
Operator 1.48 (12) 1.95 (5) 
Pressman: 

Cylinder-Platen 1.60 (2) 1.99 (2) 

Web-Perfecting 1.42 (4) 1.89 (3) 
Apprentice: 

G.I. 1.00 (1) — 

Non-G.I. 1.10 (1) 1.00 (1) 
Bindery Worker 3 78 (2) 15041) 


°*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 
——No listing of job by any paper in group. 


TABLE D 
AVERAGE HOURS OF WORK PER WEEK BY 
MECHANICAL EMPLOYEES OF 3 IOWA DAILY 
NEWSPAPERS, 1952 
(By Circulation Size) 


JOB 3,000 to 5,000 More than 5,000 
Foreman 47.0 (2)* $46.0 (4) 
Printer 44.4 (11) 43.2 (5) 
Printer-Operator 45.5 (2) 42.0 (4) 
Operator 44.5 (12) 43.2 (5) 
Pressman: 

Cylinder-Platen 48.0 (2) 40.0 (1) 

Web-Perfecting 47.0 (4) 40.0 (2) 
Apprentice: 

G.L. 48.0 (1) 

Non-G.I. 48.0 (1) 48.0 (1) 
Bindery Worker 17.5 (2) -—— 


*Figures in parentheses show number of employees reported. 
—-No listing of job by any paper in group. 
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Press Anniversaries 


Of lowa Papers 


The Glenwood  Opinion-Tribune 
began its 90th year, Publisher Wil- 
liam E. Brown at the helm. 

The Jarnagins at Storm Lake note 
that the Pilot-Tribune is now into its 
83rd year of publication. 

The Keota Eagle has started its 78th 
year, being under guidance of the 
Richardson brothers. 

The beginning of the 73rd year 
has been marked by the Sumner 
Gazette, published by James R. Heyer. 

The Story City Herald published 
by Paul and Arthur Olson, and the 
Oakland Acorn published by John 
Rigg, have both begun their 72nd 
year. The Herald was suspended for 
a week 60 years ago when its shop 
was destroyed by fire. 

The Armstrong Journal celebrated 
the start of its 60th year with a new 
pilot, Kenneth D. Miller. 

The Cedar Rapids Gazette began 
its 71st year with the mechanical and 
circulation departments housed in a 
new addition and added a new press. 

Editor C. E. Peterson of the Strat- 
ford Courier marked the beginning 
of his 55th year of service to Strat- 
ford and Hamilton county. 

Joe C. Brown, mechanical super- 
intendent of the Onawa Democrat, 
has begun his second half century 
with the Wonder family, publishers of 
the Democrat. 

Editor-Publisher Charles A. Hacke 
of Sac City has started his 23rd year 
at the helm of the Sac Sun. 

Publisher L. S$. Heins of Redfield 
began his 14th year of | publishing 
the Review. 

Editor-Publisher Warren J. Seeley 
marked the beginning of his second 
year of “Dunlap-ings”, a weekly 
column by the editor in the Reporter. 


PMA Cites Paper 

The Decorah Public Opinion has 
been commended by the Winnesheik 
county production and marketing ad- 
ministration for “an excellent job in 
reporting PMA news.” 


Unique Special Edition 

The Muscatine Journal issued a 128 
page year-end review special edition 
Dec. 30, in which the front page of 
each section was a different color. 


Circulation Short Course 

A two-day short course on news- 
paper circulation will be held May 
3 and 4 on the State University of 
lowa campus under sponsorship of 
the school of journalism and the ex- 
tension division. Prof. Wilbur Peter- 
son, who is planning the conference, 
said the Sunday and Monday dates 
are for the accommodation of small- 
er papers whose circulation managers 
collect accounts on Saturdays. 


Publisher Returns 

Pauline Wagner has resumed her 
former status as publisher of the Wal- 
nut Bureau, succeeding Warren Reed 
and Delma Vernia, who had pub- 


lished the Bureau for the past year and 
one-half. 


Editor Takes Partner 

Editor-Publisher Maurice C. Lun- 
gren of the Harlan News-Advertiser 
has taken unto himself a wife. 


Company Incorporates 

The Marion Circulation company 
has completed incorporation proceed- 
ing. Stockholders are Walter E. 
Reinsch, former sole owner; William 
E. Beck, publisher of the Whiteside 
Sentinel at Morrison, Ill., and the 
Spirit Lake Beacon; Robert T. Mel- 
vold, publisher of the Maquoketa pa- 
pers; Thomas B. Powell, publisher of 
the Anamosa papers; Ralph Young, 
publisher of the Marion Sentinel. 
Beck is president, Melvold and Powell 
are vice presidents, Young is treas- 
urer, and Reinsch is: secretary and 
active manager. 


Coleman Gives Talk 

Prof. Carroll Coleman, head of the 
typography laboratory at the State 
University of Iowa, was one of two 
out-of-state speakers at the North- 
western Ohio Newspaper association 
meeting at Bowling Green State Uni- 
versity, Bowling Green, Ohio. 


If you plan to... 


SELL YOUR NEWSPAPER 


take advantage of this agency’s many buyer 
contacts and selling experience. 


HERMAN H. KOCH 


Newspaper Broker—Former Publisher 
2610 Nebraska St., Sioux City, Iowa 
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Readyprint Loss 
Is No Handicap 


A large number of the 67 Iowa 
weekly newspapers which discon- 
tinued “readyprint” service last April 
were comparatively unaffected, and 
none ceased publication after drop- 
ping the service, according to data 
gathered by Ralph Darrow, assistant 
editor of The Iowa Publisher. Dar- 
row, a graduate student at the State 
University of Iowa, made the study 
for his master’s thesis and received 
his M.A. degree this month. 

Earlier last year, several publish- 
ers had speculated that dropping of 
the service, which supplied part of 
their papers’ printed material, would 
mean that several of the papers 
might have to cease publication, Dar- 
row explains in his thesis. 

The publishers reasoned that the 
papers might “fold” because the loss 
of readyprint service meant the loss 
of four pages of print in most cases, 
according to Darrow. 

Instead, many of the papers have 
increased both their circulation and 
their advertising, and have been 
able to operate at a lower cost since 
dropping the service, Darrow found. 


Seeks Old Photos 


The Clarinda Herald-Journal is 
looking for old-time photos of general 
interest to the Clarinda community 
for publishing in the Herald-Journal 
during 1953 to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the city’s founding. 


Specialty eee 


ENVELOPES 


Are Basiness Ruilde: 


BANHERS ENVELOPES 


The Justrite Bank Envelope line 
is complete for every bank need. 
Bank Kraft mailing envelopes, 
special bank envelopes are all 
available. 


Write today for prices and 
samples or send us your spe- 
cialized Bank envelope prob- 
lem for quotation. 


ORTHERN @TATES 
Pavet 


i 


<HICAGO 
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Purely Personal 


Paragraphicaliy Speaking 


By Ralph Shannon 


President, lowa Press Association 


I was 65 the other day. That makes 
me eligible for retirement, social se- 
curity, an extra tax exemption, and 
all the other glories which go with 
serene senility. 

There is another privilege, too. I 
now have the right, in due fatherly 
fashion, to talk down to youngsters 
of 40 and 50. From now on out 
advice will be my middle name, my 
stock in trade. Let there be none 
among you who would heed not the 
words of the prophet! 

All jokes to one side, as Ring Lard- 
ner used to say, I do have a few 
serious suggestions to make. They 
are written from the summit of old 
Mount Wisdom, remember, and are 
calculated to be helpful. At retire- 
ment age, you know, the honoree is 
determined, above all else, to be use- 
ful. And in the absence of anything 
else to give, he gives suggestions. 
It’s an old-age and age-old pattern. 

Two-thirds of those 65 years of 
mine have been spent in a newspaper 
plant. It is only natural, therefore, 
that the brethren of that profession 
be made the first beneficiaries of my 
advice. You are entitled to it, and 
you shall have it. 

Firstly, if you have reached the 
age, say, of 40, start planning for 
your retirement right now. It will be 
upon you before you know it. Those 
later years are jet-propelled. They 
swoosh past with amazing speed, and 
each swoosh either elevates your 
blood pressure or lowers it, depend- 
ing upon what type of character you 
happen to be. At 65 you may feel like 
45, but you'll be kidding yourself if 
you think you are. We have the un- 
disputed statements of eminent med- 
ical authorities to substantiate the 
aging process—the authorities, 
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no doubt, who can’t find a trace of 
irritation in your nose or throat. You 
will be no exception. 

Better begin, then, to taper off. 
Ease down. Be your age. Quit accept- 
ing committee assignments. Learn to 
say “No”, politely but firmly, and 
learn to say it before they haul you off 
to the hospital for repairs. I'm con- 
vinced that the other name for health 
is rest—a good night’s sleep plus a 
nap at mid-day, and time off for a bit 
of relaxation in between if possible. 

And in your daily routine, learn to 
delegate responsibilities. You can’t do 
it all. While it may humiliate you no 
end to discover that others can do it 
even better, you will profit by the 
discovery. Gosh, what a mistake it is 
to become the omnipotent around the 
plant. I once knew a tired and half- 
sick publisher who finally made a list 
of his daily tasks and found that 
more than half of them could easily 
be handled by somebody else. A re- 
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shuffle was made and he quit going 
back to the office at night. 

An executive in Des Moines used 
to have a motto hanging on his of- 
fice wall: “God help me to rise above 
the trivials of life”. It often recurs 
to me. What is important? What is 
unimportant? I’m quite certain that 
at least 90 percent of our worries are 
trivials. Stomach ulcers are not caused 
by important, worthwhile things. 
They grow from little irritations 
which we magnify and nurse and 
distort. And if there was ever a busi- 
ness in which small irritations can 
find fertile soil, it’s the job of running 
a newspaper in a small town. Trouble 
with most of us is that we insist on 
supplying the fertilizer, furnishing the 
soil, buying the seed, and doing the 
planting. Many of our difficulties are 
self-hatched. 

The so-called retirement age ar- 
rives with a jolt. It’s hard to believe. 
Who says one’s usefulness ends at 
65? Who sets that arbitrary date as 
the time to turn Grandpa out to pas- 
ture? I quarrel violently with the idea 
because—in common with most other 
Grandpas—65 now seems youthful, 
almost immature. All through life old 
age is a vague something-or-other 
which we keep shoving ahead of us 
about 20 years. At 65, 85 is old. The 
age of retirement probably was voted 
by men who were 45, too young to 
know what they were doing. 

Statistics say 10.4 percent of Iowa's 
population has reached the age of re- 
tirement. It’s exclusive group. 
They represent the rule of life, the 
law of the jungle. It is known as 
“the survival of the fittest”. 

Anyway, that’s what you'll be think- 
ing and saying when you're 65. 


Train Destroys Papers 

A consignment of Montezuma Re- 
publicans headed for Victor addresses 
was cut to ribbons by a Rock Island 
train. 


Donates Subscriptions 

The Bellevue Herald during part 
of January donated the — proceeds 
from every 10th subscription paid to 
the March of Dimes fund raising 
drive. 
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Talk by Moeller 
Challenges Press 


An address on the leadership re- 
sponsibilities of the country editor, 
prepared by Prof. Leslie G. Moeller, 
director of the school of journalism 
at the State University of Iowa, has 
been printed in the current issue of 
Vital Speeches of the Day. 

Vital Speeches is a semi-monthly 
publication which contains “the best 
thought of the best minds on current 
national questions.” It is published 
in New York and is on file in public, 
college and high school libraries 
throughout the United States. 

Another speech by Moeller, “The 
Challenge to the Mass Media in a 
Time of Crisis,” appears in Nieman 
Reports for January, 1953. This ad- 
dress was given at the Southern 
Newspapermen’s conference at Tal- 
lahassee, Fla., a year ago. Nieman 
Reports are published quarterly by 
the Society of Nieman Fellows of 
Harvard university. 

“HARD NEWS” IS PROBLEM 

Moeller’s Vital Speeches talk was 
given at a recent meeting of the Na- 
tional Editorial association in Chica- 
go. More than 300 members of the 
organization heard Moeller pose this 
problem: 

“How can we get readers interest- 
ed in the terrifically important ‘hard 
news’ of the world—the news of gov- 
ernment budgets, of social problems, 
of world affairs—the news beyond the 
daily chit-chat which absorbs so many 
citizens ... 

“Good editorials is a basic an- 
swer,” Moeller said. “Your editorial 
page has been important, it is im- 
portant now, and it must in the fu- 
ture be an even more important part 
of your paper. Your editorial page 
can wake up your readers, can tell 
them of great problems.” 

Moeller, said the editor with lead- 
ership “must emphasize the responsi- 
bility of the individual to be a world 
citizen, and to think and act as a 
world citizen—with the full under- 
standing that today as always, the 
individual has tremendous power, 
and can be in his own right extreme- 
ly effective in changing the current 
of great events.” 

NO BLACK MAGIC 


Moeller’s speech also dealt with 
communism and the American hys- 


teria wh:ch it is causing. He said: 
“We seem to fear communism as if 
there were some black magic about 
it. Certainly communism is danger- 
ous and we ought to oppose it vigor- 
ously. But do we oppose it best by 
acting as if the doctrine has some 
magical power, or as if Communists 
were supernatural beings?” 

“We act as if communism is so 
wonderful that we can protect our- 
selves against it only by preventing 
the spread of any material urging 
communist doctrines. Actually, com- 
munism is a doctrine of reaction 
which denies many of the basic rights 
of men and which does indeed go 
back to the dark ages. Brought into 
the open, the arguments of commu- 
nism defeat themselves.” 

Also included in the current issue 
of Vital Speeches are addresses by 
Dale Carnegie, Pope Pius XII and 
Winthrop W. Aldrich, new United 
States ambassador to Great Britain. 


Gruesome Find 

Keith Taylor, newspaperboy for the 
Anamosa Journal, came upon the body 
of one of his customers, three days 
dead, when he entered a house to 
learn why the papers had not been 
taken in from the porch. 


Papers Stress Service 

The Waverly twin weeklies de- 
livered 128 pages of material to their 
customers during the month of De- 
cember; the Anamosa weeklies fur- 
nished their subscribers with 110 
pages during the same period. 


Editor Advances 

Bob Crossley, former publisher of 
the Denison Review and _ staffer at 
Meredith Publishing company in Des 
Moines, is now editorial director of 
Capper’s Farmer at Topeka, Kan. 


Uses TV Picture 

The Estherville Daily News took 
advantage of television coverage to 
snap pictures of the presidential in- 
auguration, used prints of the event 
in that evening’s edition. 


Reporter, 77, Retires 

Charles W. Daly, Davenport Morn- 
ing Democrat reporter, has just re- 
tired at the age of 77. His most re- 
cent beat was the Rock Island arsenal 
and the U.S. engineers of the Rock 
Island district. The Democrat, in an- 
nouncing Mr. Daly’s retirement, said 
he had never broken a confidence 
and paid tribute to him as a good re- 


porter. 


New Sentinel Feature 

The Marion Sentinel has started a 
weekly feature called “Photologue,” 
which consists of a page-length, two- 
column-wide picture story prepared 
by staffer George Young. The first 
in the series pictured the Sentinel 
shop and traced the production of 
the first feature in the series. 


Start 16th Year 


In announcing that they had start- 
ed their 16th year as publishers of 
the Grand Mound Record, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Frost mentioned that all 
but seven of the town’s places of 
business had changed hands since 
they came. 


4 MET RO Me SERVICE 
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At Mechanical Conference 


Offset vs. Letter Press 
Contest Will Be Staged 


A no-decision “race” between letter- 
press and offset will be a special 
Sunday morning feature of the fifth 
annual SUI mechanical conference to 
be held in Iowa City Feb. 21-22. 

Henry Africa, head of the news- 
paper production laboratory, proposes 
to reproduce a simple letterhead 
form by offset while Derril Bunch, 
laboratory assistant, will be working 
to reproduce the same job by the 
letterpress method. 

In an effort to equalize ability, 
each man will take over the normal 
duties of the other. Mr. Bunch has 
had much greater experience operating 
a small offset press and about five 
years’ experience with printing pro- 
cesses. Mr. Africa, on the other hand, 
has a lifetime background in print- 
ing and occasionally “plays around 
with offset.” 

Three conference visitors will be 
asked to supervise the experiment, 
making sure that normal operating 
procedures are carried out for each 
process. No short cuts will be used. 

Purpose of the race will be to give 
publishers some idea of the “break- 
even” point as to time involved and 
cost of production of this type of 
short-run job in a shop where a 
choice is possible between an open 
jobber and a small offset press. 

Edwin Black, publisher of the 
Preston Times, has become the “mid- 
dle man” in what promises to be an 
interesting three-ring show at the 
conference. Black has been having 
good success with “core” casting of 
type-high stereotypes, and he will 
demonstrate the equipment and pro- 
cess at the Sunday morning session. 

The Preston Times also uses a 
home-made mat scorcher, built at low 
cost, which Mr. Black will bring to 
lowa City so that other publishers 
may have opportunity to take spec- 
ifications if they are interested in 
building one for their own use. 

Other features include a_ talk on 
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“Figuring Job Prices from the Frank- 
lin Catalogue,” by Frank Corbin of 
the Economy Advertising company, 
Iowa City, and former publisher of 
the West Branch Times. 

Arthur Schmeichel, plant superin- 
tendent of The Daily lowan, will dis- 
cuss “Use of the Ludlow on Weeklies 
and Small Dailies.” 


Junior Editions 

Editor-Publisher William R. Brown 
of the Stacyville Monitor has a new 
great-granddaughter born in France, 
to his granddaughter, the former 
Mary Alice Brown. 

Editor Charles A. Hacke of the 
Sac Sun has a new granddaughter 
born to the William Hinks in Des 
Moines. 

Vic Richardson, linotype operator 
at the Monticello Express, recently 
took the day off to officiate at the 
birth of his first daughter. 

Fred Morain of the Jefferson Bee 
and Herald has celebrated the birth 
of his first daughter; he already has 
four sons. 

Albert J. Pinder, advertising man- 
ager of the Grinnell Herald-Register, 
has a new daughter, Mary Elizabeth. 
She appeared three weeks early, 
weighed in at five pounds, two 
ounces. 


Newsmen at War 

The Rockwell City Advocate 
showed a picture of Pfc. Daryl D. 
Plain, former Advocate _ printer, 
perched with his rifle in the front 
lines in Korea. 

Cpl. Ed Littler, Jr., son of W. E. 
Littler of the Adair News, has been 
in Korea for nearly a year. At last 
word from Ed, he had adopted a 
Korean orphan boy, was headed for 
a five-day rest leave in Japan. Ed 
formerly was associated with his 
father in publishing the Adair News. 


Subscription Boosts 

The O’Brien County Bell at Prim- 
ghar has raised subscription rates 
from $2.50 to $3 a year in Iowa, 
$3.50 for outstate customers. 

The Gladbrook Tama Northern sub- 
scriptions have risen to $2.50 a year 
for subscribers in the county and $3 
a year elsewhere. 

The Daily Iowegian and Citizen 
at Centerville has raised rates from 
$8 to $9 a year in Appanoose and 
adjoining counties, from $10 to $11 a 
year in other areas. Ad rates were 
boosted from a scale of 50 to 84 
cents an inch to a scale of 55 to 91 
cents an inch. The ad rate scale de- 
pends on the volume of advertising 
used. 

The Spencer Daily Reporter has 
announced an increase of five cents 
an inch in its display advertising 
rates. The boost was dictated by 
spiraling costs. 


Starts Book Club 


The Belmond Independent launched 
the Book Friends club in Belmond; 
object, to make the city library 
among the state’s finest. Members of 
the club contribute a small sum 
toward the purchase of new books. 
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Newspaper Changes 
In Plant and Page 


Publisher Chan Pitts, Jr., has con- 
verted his twice-a-week Le Mars Semi- 
Weekly Sentinel to the once-a-week 
Sentinel, published Wednesdays. The 
Sentinel has gone from seven to eight 
columns, now prints 10 to 12 pages 
weekly. 

The Central City New.-Letter has 
gone from six to seven columns. The 
change necessitated installation of a 
new press this summer, was delayed 
until the old stock of paper was ex- 
hausted. - 

The office of the Journal-Tribune 
at Williamsburg has been redecorated. 
Publisher R. H. Halbasch has invited 
the public in to view the refurbished 
shop. 

An elevator has been installed in 
a building which is being readied to 
serve as the new home of Paul Wag- 
ners Odebolt Chronicle. 

The Edwin Blacks at Preston have 
added a new section to the Times, 
devoting one page to news from the 
Miles community. The Miles news has 
a standing head called the Miles Rec- 
ord. 

The Audubon News-Guide has in- 
stalled Fairchild 85-line-screen 
photo-engraver. 


Student Aid Plan 
Proposed by Sentinel 


Publisher Ralph Young of the Mar- 
ion Sentinel has proposed formation of 
a corporation which would loan money 
to worthy youngsters who need fi- 
nancing through college. Corporation 
shares would sell at $50 apiece. The 
student would have a definite goal in 
sight before receiving a loan. Loans 
would be repaid from the recipients’ 
earnings after graduation. The corpor- 
ation would advance the student $30 
a month during four years of school, 
and would expect the student to earn 
most of his own expense money 
through part time jobs. 


Head Printing Commitiees 

R. O. Burrows, Sr., of the Belle 
Plaine Union is chairman of the Iowa 
house of representatives printing 
committee; Duane Dewel of the 
Kossuth County Advance at Algona 
helds a like position in the state sen- 
ate. 
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In Back Shop Help 
From lowa City 


A trained beginner capable of setting 10 to 14 inches of type 
per hour the first week with a background which has em- 
phasized clean proofs, proper word division, and careful fol- 
lowing of copy. Speed should increase rather rapidly, depend- 
ing upon the amount of machine time on the job. 


A trainee who has been given “country shop” training. 
He will be able to set and lock up simple jobs, help with ads 
and makeup, do casting and feed press. 


Enrollments are now being taken for Fall, 1953. Only 15 
trainees will be accepted. Contact interested people in your 
community and have them write for details about the lino- 


type course. 


For full information, contact .. . 
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Mrs. Ella C. Taylor 


Mrs. Ella Canfield Taylor, 85, 
pioneer Iowa women’s department 
writer and editor of the Traer Star- 
Clipper, succumbed to flu and pneu- 
monia Jan. 24 at her Traer apart- 
ment. She had produced the women’s 
department for 61 years, also aided in 
all other departments of the Star- 
Clipper. 

Mrs. Taylor was the widow of E. 
E. Taylor, editor and publisher and 
publisher of the Star-Clipper for more 
than 64 years. A shut-in for three 
years with arthritis, she was stricken 
with flu five days before death took 
her. 

Enjoying a state-wide and nation- 
wide reputation, Mrs. Taylor was 
editor of the Iowa Business Woman 
for two years, during which time it 
was printed in Traer. For several 
years, she also wrote feature material 
for magazines, periodicals and daily 
newspapers. 

In addition to her newspaper in- 
terests, Mrs. Taylor took a very ac- 
tive part in civic and church affairs. 

Sons Harry and Elmer, Jr., tell 
editorially how their mother was 
drafted for the job of women’s editor. 

“A women’s department was the 
brain child of our father . . . began 
with the first issue of May, 1888, on 
the 10th anniversary of the founding 
of the Little Star.” No Iowa newspap- 
er at that time had such a thing. The 
Star-Clipper editor wondered “why 
not.” 

The paper was growing, had been 
enlarged three times. Without con- 
sulting his wife, E. E. Taylor wrote 
the introductory piece headed, “Our 
Bow,” in which he set forth his aims 
and aspirations for a women’s de- 
partment to appear regularly in the 
paper henceforth — and signed his 
wife’s name to it, thus committing 
her to a job for which she often as- 
serted she “had neither training nor 
inclination.” There were no_prece- 
dents to guide her and she had no 
conception of what a women’s de- 
partment should be. “How well she 
pioneered in this field is well known 
by long time readers of this newspap- 
er, and many editors throughout the 
country.” 

Mrs. Taylor ceased writing her 
column, “Taylor-Mades” May 1, 
1949, because of failing health and 
impaired sight. But reprints of some 


of her earlier columns have been used 
from time to time during the past two 
years. 

Recently the Star-Clipper reprinted 
one of her amusing comments on flu, 
written in poetic style. “We never 
suspected that before that piece ap- 
peared in print our mother would 
again be dangerously ill of flu, and a 
day later would be dead. However, 
she would have approved the idea of 


publishing in her column during her’ 


last week on this earth, something 
that would give her readers a laugh 
or smile.” 

Surviving are sons Glenn C. Tay- 
lor of Phoenix, Ariz., Harry E. and 
Elmer E., Jr., of Traer, five grand- 
children and seven great-grandchil- 
dren. 

The Star-Clipper has been pub- 
lished by Harry E. and Elmer E. 
Taylor, Jr., and Cecil P. Martin since 
1942. 


John Andrews 


John Andrews, 86, former Iowa 
publisher, died Jan. 17 at the home 
of a son in New Orleans. Mr. An- 
drews published a weekly in Osage 
from 1894 to 1907, then became pres- 
ident of the Fred L. Kimball Pub- 
lishing company at Waterloo, which 
published the Dairy Farmer, later ab- 
sorbed by Successful Farming maga- 
zine. He later published the National 
Livestock Producer magazine in Chi- 
cago before retiring in 1945. He was 
one of three men who founded the 
Waterloo Dairy Cattle congress. 


Henry W. Gittinger 

Henry W. Gittinger, 91, retired ed- 
itor-publisher, died Jan. 27 at his 
home in Chariton. His newspaper 
career started in 1888 when he went 
to Russell to operate the Union. The 
next year he went to Oklahoma City 
and published the Times, the first 
daily in Oklahoma. In 1892 he moved 
to Pleasantville, where he published 
the Marion County News, and moved 
in 1905 to the Chariton Leader, 
which he published until his retire- 
ment in 1930. 


George F. Brown 

George Franklin Brown, 71, stereo- 
typer for the Sioux City Journal-Tri- 
bune for more than 50 years, died 
Jan. 15 in a Sioux City hospital. 


Mrs. Michael Denning 

Mrs. Michael Denning, 22, nee 
Marjorie Rodenburg, former news 
and society reporter for the Neola 
Gazette-Reporter, was killed Jan. 24 
when the car she was driving crashed 
into a cement culvert on highway 64 
four miles east of Minden. 


Arthur Horning 

Arthur Horning, 63, founder of the 
Audubon Shopper's Guide which later 
became the Audubon News-Guide, 
died Dec. 27 in Creston hospital. At 
the time of death, he was president 
of the Southwest Iowa Broadcasting 
company, which he helped organize, 
and of radio station KSIB at Creston. 


Press Club Officers 

Robert U. Fischer, publisher of the 
lowa Recorder at Greene, was elected 
president of the Hawkeye Press club 
at a meeting in Mason City. He suc- 
ceeds Paul R. Bumbarger, Charles 
City Press publisher. Bert DuSold of 
the Mason City Globe-Gazette was 
chosen vice-president and Mrs. Rob- 
ert Fischer, secretary-treasurer. 


New Advertising Men 

Don Loftus, manager of the Grand 
theater in Estherville for five years, 
joined the display advertising staff of 
the Estherville Daily News. Previous- 
ly he was associated for 10 years with 
the advertising department of the 
Fort Dodge Messenger. 

Ed Fellingham, former grocery 
store manager, has joined the adver- 
tising staff of the Spencer Daily Re- 
porter. 


Paper Will Fold 

The expected discontinuance of the 
LeClaire-Princeton Weekly has been 
announced by Al Borgman, publisher. 
Television, the daily papers and a 
county shopper are cited as causes of 
a dwindling circulation. Later on, Mr. 
Borgman indicated, he plans to start 
a county-wide paper. 


Photo-Radio Wedding 


Harry E. Boll, photographer of the 
Davenport Morning Democrat, and 
Jenne Strezlecki, radio, television and 
wirephoto editor of the Daily Times, 
were married Feb. 2 and went for a 
wedding trip to Florida and Nassau. 
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Wallace M. Short 


Wallace M. Short, 86, retired edi- 
tor and founder of the Sioux City 
Unionist and Public Forum, died Jan. 
3 in Sioux City. A native of College 
Springs, he graduated from Amity 
college, received BA and MA degrees 
from Beloit, Wis., college, and a de- 
gree in divinity from Yale before go- 
ing to Sioux City. 

Associating himself with the union 
movements of World War I days, he 
was elected mayor in 1918, served 
until 1924, became editor of the 
Sioux City Union Advocate in the 
latter year. In 1927 Short parted from 
the Union Advocate and started the 
Unionist and Public Forum, keep- 
ing the paper going during his 16 
years in the Iowa legislature and un- 
til 1949 when he retired, turning the 
reins over to younger hands. 

In marking his passing, editor 
Roland White of the Dubuque Leader 
says: 

“Labor editors aren’t the kind of 
people who get Pultizer prizes. Yet 
if ever an editor lived up to the 
dictum of Joseph Pulitzer to afflict 
the comfortable and comfort the af- 
flicted, that man was Wallace Short 
of Sioux City. 

“Let’s not have any misunderstand- 
ings about this. Wallace Short was 
not a paragon of all the virtues. As 
an editor he was a paste pot and 
scissors man primarily. He could be 
intemperate in his attacks, demagogic 
in his appeals, and he was always 
too much of a preacher for my taste. 
But as one who fought with him and 
against him, mostly in losing battles, 
I had a lot of admiration for the old 
codger. 

“It is no wonder that an Iowa 
novelist put him into a book, for he 
was a character. He had the lean 
and hungry look of a dangerous man, 
and yet he was a man with three 
college degrees. 

“Mr. Short was a dangerous ad- 
versary when he rose to the attack, 
his gaunt frame reminding me one 
time of a flamingo. Normally he would 
be standing in front of an audience 
including a number who needed 
shaves, . . . was usually immaculate 
in comparison. If any one expression 


quotation. Mr, Short didn’t run his 
paper for profit. For it was he who 
was the prophet, a latter day Jere- 
miah shorn of his pulpit who turned 
to a paper to vent his criticism on 
any who seemed deserving of it.” 


Frank A. Shepherd 
Frank A. Shepherd, 81, former 
owner and operator of a newspaper 


_at Hinton and the Westside Mirror in 


Sioux City, died in a Sioux City hos- 
pital Jan. 20. 


Thanks to Reader 
Editor-Publisher C. E. Treman is 
indebted to a reader from Sanborn, 
Minn., for the popular Rockwell City 
Advocate weekly feature, “From Our 
Readers.” Treman started the feature 
several years ago after the Minne- 
sota subscriber mentioned in a letter 
that he wanted to “see this in print.” 


Promotion to lowan 

Robert Hess, former staffer of the 
Schleswig Leader and an August grad- 
uate of the school of journalism at 
the State University of Iowa, has 
been promoted to managing editor of 
the Bureau Valley Chief at Tiskilwa, 
Ill. Hess went to the Bureau Valley 
Chief as sports editor shortly after his 
graduation from Iowa. 


Gets Alaska Promotion 

Richard Mohler, former staffer for 
the Clarinda Herald-Journal, has been 
promoted to foreman of the Anchorage 
(Alaska) Daily Times. 


lowan Sells Paper 

Dean Nelson, former editor and 
publisher of the Albert City Appeal, 
has sold his newspaper, the Narrows 
(Va.) Valley Leader, and is moving 
to Indianapolis. 


The COMET has the 
smoothest keyboard built! 


Speedy production is easy with the Comet. Its 
keyboard provides the instant response and 
smooth touch you need for really fast opera- 
tion. There’s no straight-matter machine that 
can touch it. In some shops, the boys actually 


argue over who should run it! 


When there’s a close deadline, or when copy 
hooks are loaded, the Comet takes all the 
speed operators can give it. So next time your 
composing room is hard-pressed for time, 
remember to ask your Linotype Production 
Engineer about the Blue Streak Comet .. . 
the one machine that has extra built-in speed 


when you need it. 


We've made the Comet 
simple to operate, 
easy to maintain! 


One-piece Reed Action 
Comet’s direct one-piece 
reed action makes for ef- 
fortless keyboard operation 
that means less fatigue at 
the end of a day. Keyboard 
and assembler front open 
out to make maintenance 
quick and easy. 


Fast-acting Safety 

Just in case there is the 
slightest interference in the 
distributor, the Comet’s 
new, extra-sensitive distrib- 
utor clutch immediately 
disengages so the screws 
stop dead before damage 
can occur to matrices. 


Mergenthaler Linotype Company 
29 Ryerson Street, Brooklyn 5, New York 


(+ LINOTYPE - ) 


Set in Linotype Times Roman 
and Spartan families 


was typical of him, it was “This is our 
country. It is a place for all of us 
to be happy in; not merely a place 
for a few to get rich in.’ 

“His life was a monument to that 


Agencies: New York, Boston, 
Chicago, Dallas, Atlanta, 
Cleveland, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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Employment Shifts 


Staffers Change Jobs 
On lowa Newspapers 


Kenneth MacDonald, with the Des 
Moines newspapers for 26 years, has 
been promoted from vice-president 
and executive editor to the position 
of editor of the Register and Tribune. 
The position of editor had not been 
occupied since W. W. Waymack re- 
signed to join the atomic energy 
commission in 1946. 

Mr. MacDonald began in 1926 as 
a reporter with the Register, rose suc- 
cessively to copyreader, telegraph 
editor, city editor and news editor, 
became assistant managing editor 
of both papers in 1937 and managing 
editor from 1939 until he became vice- 
president and executive editor in 1946. 
He served as air combat intelligence 
officer in the navy during World 
War II. He is serving his second term 
as secretary of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors. He is a grad- 
uate of the State University of Iowa. 

Lauren .K. Soth, former assistant 
editor of the editorial pages of the 
Des Moines newspapers, has been 
promoted to acting editor of the 
pages. He has replaced Forrest W. 
Seymour, who resigned as editor of 
the editorial pages. Soth has been a 
member of the editorial page staff 
since 1947, is a graduate of Iowa 
State college. 

James Hodges, news writer and 
advertising mani for the Van Buren 
County Register at Keosauqua for 
three years, is the new editor of the 
Odebolt Chronicle. The Chronicle has 
been without an editor since Ed Lit- 
tler, Sr., repurchased the Adair News 
in December. 

A. K. Wheeler of Marion has joined 
the staff of the Marion Sentinel, has 
purchased stock in the Sentinel com- 
pany. He has more than 30 years 
printing experience. 

Darrell Coover, former Montana 
newspaperman, is the new news ed- 
itor of the Algona Upper Des Moines. 
He is a graduate of the University 
of Minnesota school of journalism, 
has daily and weekly newspaper ex- 
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perience in Montana and Minnesota. 

Elizabeth Brownlee Kane of Min- 
neapolis is the new advertising so- 
licitor for the Decorah newspapers. 
Don Pierce, local advertising director 
since June, is now advertising man- 
ager. A. H. Soldwish, advertising 
representative, is now classified man- 
ager of the two weeklies. Miss Kane 
is a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota school of journalism, and 
attended MacMurray college for 
women, Jacksonville, Ill. 

Maurice Lungren, editor of the 
Harlan News-Advertiser since Oct. 1, 
1951, has become assistant director of 
the William Allen White foundation 
at the University of Kansas, Law- 
rence, 

Elmer Hull has retired after 45 
years as printer, the last 29 with the 
Keokuk Daily Gate City. 

New personnel on the lowa State 
Daily, campus newspaper at Iowa 
State college, Ames, are Gordon 
Smith, Jefferson, sports editor; James 
Rutter of Rockwell City, assistant 
sports editor; Russ Piggott and Bob 
Simmons, co-advertising managers. 

Mrs. Lloyd (Opal) Lacy has re- 
placed Mrs. Lloyd Hopkins as local 
and society editor of the Storm Lake 
newspapers. 

Fred Daniels, former employe of 
the Perry Daily Chief and of the Ma- 
quoketa Sentinel, is the new me- 
chanical foreman for the Knoxville 
Journal. 


Mystery Is Solved 

The mystery of the missing Anthon 
Heralds has been solved by a Cor- 
rectionville rural mail carrier. The 
mailman, noting that those subscrib- 
ers whose names began with S had 
not received Heralds, mentioned this 
fact to publisher V. A. Lundquist. 
Lundquist checked, found that his 
mailing machine had skipped all of 
the persons on the Correctionville 
route whose names began with S, 
about 20 per cent of his Correction- 
ville subscribers. 


From the Porch Press 

Real and Personal, a book of anec- 
dotes, reminiscences, and spicy  tid- 
bits from the life of Walter Beam, 
recently was released to friends of the 
author - editor - publisher - printer - 
distributor, Walter Beam. The Porch 
Press is just that, a job press and a 
few cases of type installed on the 
Beam porch at Martensdale. Every 
page of Real and Personal was hand- 
set by the author. When two pages 
were set, he would make them into 
a form, run them off on the job press, 
then throw in the type and set another 
two pages. 

Don Berry, commenting in the In- 
dianola Record-Herald, said “Real and 
Personal is just like a visit with Walter 
himself, some history, some things 
from his well-filled scrap book, some 
comment on people and events, some 
sallies into rhyme, and, just like a 
grandpa, a little about his children 
and grandchildren.” 


On Press Seminar 

Everett A. Streit, managing editor 
of the Clinton Herald, was one of 27 
newsmen who attended a news sem- 
inar at Columbia university, Jan. 19 


through 30. 


The No. j single factor in PROFITS 


% No matter how efficient your production—you 
know it is the proper valuing of each order that 
determines your profits. 
Check the possibilities of the No. 1 estimating 
guide. Write us for . . 


60-DAY FREE TRIAL 


PORTE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
P. O. BOX 143 SALT LAKE CITY 6, UTAH 


is your Estimate * 
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Ownership Changes 


The Armstrong Journal changed 
owners the second time in 32 years 
when co-publishers Robert Burns and 
William Irwin sold to Kenneth D. 
Miller of Des Moines. Before Burns 
and Irwin took over five years ago, 
the late H. B. Sturtevant published 
for 27 years. The new owner is a 
journalism graduate of Drake univer- 
sity, has had professional experience 
on the Des Moines Register. Burns 
plans to join the staff of the Lake 
Mills Graphic. 

The sale of the Jefferson news- 
papers, announced before Christmas, 
became effective Jan. 1. Co-publisher 
Victor G. Nesheim sold his share to 
his former partner, Fred E. Morain. 
Nesheim now publishes the Colorado 
Springs (Colo.) News. Other owners 
of the Jefferson papers in addition to 
Morain are Mrs. Paul Stillman of 
Glendale, Cal., and Mrs. Victor H. 
Lovejoy of Boulder, Colo., both 
widows of former publishers. Nes- 
heim’s position as shop foreman has 
been filled by Fred H. Jess, Jr., 
a former employe who has been pub- 
lishing papers at Ellsworth and Rush- 
more, Minn. 

Jack Roos, printer-operator for the 
Oskaloosa Tribune-Press, for the past 
year and one half, has leased the 
Luverne Tribune. 

The partnership of E. A. and R. E. 
Nurnberg, owners of the Hinton 
Progress, has been dissolved and R. E. 
Nurnberg has assumed full ownership 
of the publication and business. 


Newspaper Suspensions 

Rev. O. E. Richardson, editor of 
the Murray Journal for nearly three 
years, has announced the suspension 
of his publication. 

The Farm Bureau World no longer 
is printed at Clarinda. The World 
was merged with the Farm Bureau 
Spokesman last tall, with the printing 
being split between the Clarinda and 
Grundy Center plants. The Clarinda 
plant now has closed, the combined 
paper now being printed at Grundy 
Center only. 


Early Or Late? 

The Storm Lake Pilot-Tribune re- 
ceived a letter to Santa postmarked 
Jan. 7, wondered if the sender was 
late for Christmas 1952 or early for 
Christmas 1953. 


Newspapers Are Hosts 

More than 200 women, representing 
various Burlington women’s civic 
groups, were guests of the Burling- 
ton Hawk-Eye Gazette at a press tea. 

A group of Camp Fire girls toured 
the Clarinda Herald-Journal newspa- 
per and job printing departments as 
part of their frontiercraft training. 

Brownies of the third grade, South 
school in Storm Lake, visited the of- 
fice of the Storm Lake newspapers, 
were pictured in the Pilot-Tribune as 
they watched copies of the Register 
roll off the press. 


New Newspaper Started 

W. G. Vanderburg has begun pub- 
lication of the Denver Times. Advance 
subscriptions to the Times (1,100 of 
them) were sold by the Denver Com- 
mercial club and the senior class of 
Denver high school. Mrs. Gerald 
Guenther is the local news editor. 
Subscription rate is $2 a year in 
Bremer and Blackhawk counties. Ac- 
cording to Publisher Vanderburg there 
never has been a newspaper at Den- 
ver, as far as he can recall. 


Flu Troubles Press 

Flu laid low four back shop workers 
at the Storm Lake newspapers, cur- 
tailed production so that news and 
ads had to be dropped. 

Clara Sisson, linotype operator of 
the Fontanelle Observer, was off work 
from Dec. 23 until Jan. 13 with virus 


pneumonia, laryngitis and asthma. 

Editor-Publisher Charles A. Hacke 
of the Sac Sun was laid low by the 
flu bug. 

Editor W. K. Doxsee and staffers 
Ray Luckstedt, Kenny Ahlrichs, and 
Emma _ Stadtmueller of the Monti- 
cello Express had their innings with 
the flu bug. 


Editor Has Week 

Editor-Publisher Robert V. Fischer 
of the Greene Iowa Recorder pro- 
claimed “Lambast the Editor Week,” 
with all interested persons to be put 
on the subscription list at $3.50 per 
annum. 


Paper Pays Off 

The Harlan newspapers used $1,000 
in two-dollar bills to pay the weekly 
payroll; demonstrated to merchants 
what the newspapers’ payroll means 
to the community. 


Good Christmas Gift 

The Clarinda Herald-Journal was 
chosen by 73 customers as the most 
suitable gift to send friends and rel- 
atives at Christmas time. 


J. C. Safley, former staffer of the 
Tipton Conservative, author of a book, 
Mexican Vistas, recently returned to 
Tipton for a visit. Safley is now edi- 
tor of the San Diego (Calif.) Union. 


DO YOU KNOW 
THE NUMBER? 


When you give the long distance operator 
the out-of-town number you want, your 
call will go through faster — often twice 
as fast. Why not keep a list of out-of- 
town numbers you call frequently? We'll 
be glad to give you a free personal tele- 
phone directory —and_ the out-of-town 
numbers you want. Ask anyone in our 
business offices. 


NORTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY 


THE Iowa PUBLISHER for FEBRUARY, 1953 


\ 


SINID 


6,000 Centuries 


in the Food Business 


Every editor and publisher knows that there is no substitute for 
experience in the newspaper business. 


It takes many hard, long years for reporters and press men and 
circulation men to develop the skills needed to get each edition on the 
street. 


It isn’t the experience of any single person but the combined ex- 
perience of all the people on both the editorial and business sides that 
makes a newspaper shop tick. 


The same rule applies to the food business. 


A lot of people who have spent many years learning the food busi- 
ness thoroughly must work as a team to handle the complicated job of 
buying food of proper variety and quality; moving it quickly to the retail 
outlet so it stays fresh; and offering it to the customer at the right price. 


In A&P, for instance, the people who have been with us three years 


or more have combined experience of more than 600,000 years in the food 
business. 


The knowledge they have acquired in all those years is backed up 
by the experience of those before them who served the company from the 
time the first small A&P store was opened back in 1859. 


It is this kind of pooled, proven experience on the part of American 


newsmen and food men that keeps our nation so well informed and well 


fed. 


FOOD STORES 
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